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K. James's Ppimon 


OF A 
KING, of a TYRANT, 


AND OF 
T be Engliſh Laws, Rights, and Priviledges. 


In Two SPEECHES, 


The Firſt to the PARLIAMENT, 1603, 
the Second, 1 6 0.9 


In his Speech to the Parliament 1603, he — himſelf thus : 
Do ackpuwitdge that the fpecial and greateſt 
that is betwiat a fel Lee eden fra 
wry 61 

an 


of difference 
bps, ner; 
prond and ambitians fs ak abink binge 
doru ang en CS 
pare Link and juſt King doth by the 
contrary himſelf to be ordained for the 
the Wealch and Fey! maſt cont $.and that his great and 
worldly Felicity, _ rico If you 
Kich, I cannot be\ Poor 4 be Happy, I cannot but be Fortunave- 3 
end I proteft your Welfare aw x7 ad Con ad Conn 
And that I ans @ Servant, it is moſt true, that as I am Head and Go» 
el in ffiult Randy: if he will 09 is the Pepin 
Ranky,. ft if we will take in the People "is 
_—_—_ ee To that ined for the Body, and nor- the 
the. Heal 3 fa mult a righteous K know bicel tor be 
Bo ined for his People, and not his People 


RE ee leatenedere GO hin witehal odds 


to be LID a and? ooo OTTTINTY | 


go: bu; any! greateſt Frlicigy; &c. 


i his Speech rothe Pdifialnent, March 2.1. 1659, be expreſiets hiniletf thus : 


N theſe our times we are ta diſtinguiſh betwixt the Stave of Kings in 
Original, .and between the State of ſetled Kings and Mo- 
A 


narchs, 


[2] 
Civil Ki 


* 


LESS 
eb (wbich was 


there a Ceſſation of both : He ever after governing bis Church and Peo- | 


ple within the limits of bis revealed Will. So in the firſt Original of 
Kings, whereof ſome bad their beginning by aeſt, and ſome by E- 
lecion of the People, their Willr at that time ſerved for a Law 1 yet bow 
ſoon Kingdyms began to be ſettled in Civility and Policy, then did Kings 
fet down their Minds by Laws, which are properly made by the King 
only ;, but at the Rogation of the People, the. King's Grant being obtain- 
ed thereuntg, and ſ1 the King came to be Lex loquens, a fpeaking Law, 
after @ ſort binding himſelf by 's daxble Oath to the obſeruation of the 
Fundamental Laws of bis Kingdom : T acitly, as by being a King, and 
ſo bound to protefl as wwell the People, as the Laws f bis Kingdom ;, and 
expreſly by bis Oath at bis Coronation : So as every juſt King ins ſet- 
#led Kingdom is bound to obſerve that Patlion made to bis People by his 
" Laws, in framing his Government agreeable thereunts, according to that 
Pattion which God made with Noah after the Deluge  Hereaft&r, 
Sced-time and Harveſt,” Summer and Winter, ' Cold and Heat, [Bay 
and Night ſhall not ceaſe, fo long as the Earth remains. I: 
therefoze a King Governing in a ſettled Kingdom, 
leaves to be a » and degenerates into a Tyrant, 
as (@n as he leaves off to Rule accozwing to his Laws, 
In which Caſe the King s Conſcience may ſpeak unto bim as the por Wr- 
dow ſaid to Philip: of Macedon, | Either Govern according to your Law, 
aut ne Rex (is,or ceaſe to be King \ and though uo Chriſtian Man ought ro 
allow any Rebellion of Perle again't their Prince, yet 41th God never leave 
Kings unpuniſhed mben they tranſpreſs theſe Limits. For in that ſame 
Plalm where God ſaith to Kings, Vos dii eſtis, Ye are Gods : He: 
immediatelythereafter coneludesr, But ye (tall dielike Men: The bigh- 
er: we are placed, the greater ſhall our fall be Ut cafus fic dotor, os 
the fall, ſo the grief, the taller the Trees be, the mire in-danger of the 
. Wind; and the Tempeſt beats ſoreſt upon the bight# Mountaing. 
Therefoze all Kings that are no Tyrants, o2 Perju.- 
ea, will be glad to boundthemſelves wi the !1mits» 
of their Laws, any —_— the con- . 
trary, are Clipers and Pelts oh GUN them and 
the Common: alth, For it it a great difference bitwixt a 
King's Government in a ſettled Eftate, and what Kings in thelr Origi- 
nal Power might do in Individio vago : Az for my part, I thank 
x God 
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(3) 
God I bave ever given goo4 proof that I never bil 
trary : And I am ſure to go to my Grave with that Rep 
+ fort, that never King was in all bis time more 4 
daly obſerved, and himſelf ts Govern thereafter, than}, © OD, 
* Fauſt Kings will ever be willing to declare what they will do, if 
they will not incur the Curſe of God, I will not be content that my 
y Power be difputed upon, but I ſhall ever be willing to make the reaſon ap- 
pear of all my Doings, and rule my Aftious according to the Laws," 
' Andafterwards ſpeaking of the Common Law'of England; which 
ſome conceived he contemned, faith ro-this That as aKing be 
had leaft caſe of any Man to diſlike the Contmon Law \" for ni'Law can 
be more favourable or advantageow for a King \ uh extendeth further 
bis gate than it doth ; and for a King of England to deſpiſe the 
[ Common Law, it to neglef# bis own Crown, 'Tt is true, that no King- 
dom in tbe World, but every one of them bath their own Municipal Laws 
agreeable to their Cuſtomr, as this Kingdom" bath the Common Law. 
Nay, I am ſo far from diſallowing the Common Law, as I proteſt that 
if it were in my band to chuſe a new Lam for this Kingdom, I would 
not only prefer it before any other National Caro, but even before the very 
+ Frdithal Law of Moſes, for-tonvenivricy #s this Kingdom at this time, 
though in andber repel? I ntieft ſay, both"tnr Laws,” and all Laws elſt 
gre very inferiour to that Fudicial Law of God ; for no Book mir Law is 
perfedt nor free from corruption , except only the Book and Law of God. 
And therefore I could wiſh that ſome Corruptions might be purged and 
cleared in the Common Law, but by*be" Ailvige-#f" Parliaments 1 
for the'King with biy\Partiamtent Oe att abſolunc, tn making or form- 
: MILLS "A. 1 
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f fore a 
Ek, I a7 wiſh that t'peHt written inf thr Vulg a" nguage Wfor 
now it it an 01d *mixt cor ft Language, only n1deritood by Lawyths : 
Whereas every Subjit ought 'tomnderitend the Lan under which be lives ; 
«ſince it i} our Plea'dy t Puyifts, "that the Language inf God's Ser 
vice owght not #0 bein pe Tong, ot to tbe Rdle Bu-the 


\ Law 'of” Moſes, that th#Binf(Bould be Writfet"in the Fi nge# df) th: 
p- Prieffs Garment, and ſhould be publickly read in tbe ears of af the Peg 
ples ſo methliks tnght our Law to be made ar plain as can be 40'the 


People, that the exeu Igno may be takon them 
| den te e fo of Ignerence; may sf for confarne- 


fi 101128. 4541} 
- "Next, onviCommon Lars bath not a ſetled Text, -being %hiefty giv 
{ ed pon old Calftoms, which \you tall Refpona Pruderifith=—1 tontd 


wiſh that ſome more certain were ſet down in this caſe by Parliadlent : 
® for fince the Reports themſelves are not always ſo binding, but that di- 
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(4) 
As Bro and recede from the gala of of 


Ta upon 4 mature delwberatio 
—h5 9 of  Parlbanzent, je ve ſuch 


> —} as were theught:fit to ſerve far Law in all. 
rumes beregf, ſa.the People ſpould TY depend upon. the bare Opi- 
nious of Judges, and uncertain Reports. 

And laſtly, there be in the Law contrery Reports and Precedents 1 
and this corraptian doth likgmiſe cancern theStatutes and Ads of Parlia- 
mueat in reſet gre oy croſi and cafing Statutes ang ſome ſo peri d 


« Op iyers , ,, yes orary  ſencere' | And 
would I with PW Bf Statutes and Reports, as well in #be Parks- 
ment, as Commop. Law, to be once materially revierwed and reconciled, 

And that pt only Contrarivties ſeonld be ſcraped oxt of our Books, but 
that ypen ſuch, Penal Statutes. as were but for the uſe of the time 
( for breach whereof no Mun can be free  ) which da not 'nom agree with 
the canditian of this'our time, might lik; wiſe be left oxt' of oo Books, 
which under a tyrannons \ «ug x could not be endured. 

And this Reformation might, we think, mas 6warly wand, Fa 
well deſerves a Parliament to be.ſet of purpaſe for it, &&c, « - » {\ 

* And as to the point of. Grievances tells them, - WA ASS 
ſpecial Camſes of zhe Feoptes prejoatiog Griepances to thejr\ King in time of 
Parliament, _ 

Firſt, For obat 7M comet at other times be ſ> avel informed of al 
the Grievances of bis People, ar in time of Parligment; which is the 
Repreſentative Body af the whole Realm. \ Secondly, The Parligment i 
the higheſt Court of Twice, . and therefore.the fiiteft\ place where divers 
natures of Grievances may have their proper Remedy,.. by #bs. eftablifor 
meng of. good and whol ſame. Lows :. Whergin be addreſſes himſelf efpe- 
cially to uhe lower Howſe, who a: repreſenting the Body of the People, 
may 45 it were bath Opportape & lnogpartgae, :in Seaſon, and out of 
Seaſon, 4 meanthber in Parkament gs 4. or aut of | Parliangut 4s 
private.\Mep, preſent your Grievance unto mturr —  » 

. Ham not. to. find fanit that you inform your ſelves of  dbe particular 
Grievances of the People :..Nay 1 muſt cel} you, ye.can neither be juft 
nor. faithful tome, or to your Countries that truſt and 'employ you, 
i you do ngt 3 for true, plaints goneeys vet om the perſons cm- 
ployed, bur from the Body. repreſented, which.is the People. | Aud 
4t.wey vp bpal. be, that many, DireCiiays and Commut"c: juſtly given 
forth by me, on by abuſed in ube exceution thereof nper be People, - and 
-—taqgn 51 >aph Information, except is come by your means 4t ſuch a 
rime as this is, F 
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